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from some unknown Prakrta source. Its first available
Gujarat! verson is dated c. 1410, and many versions have
followed. In the villages, its latest version still holds the
field against modern stories.

VII

During the fifteenth century the literary activity of the
Jaina sadhus was as brisk as before, though its direction
underwent a change. They were at an advantage compared
to the Brahmanas in those troublous times. They were
not burdened by family or social ties. Except during the
monsoon, they were always on the move, immune from the
political misfortunes which had overtaken Gujarata. Their
literary tradition was intact, for their clientele was rich
enough to preserve the integrity of the upasrayas which
sheltered them, their pupils and their libraries. As they
travelled from the Punjab to the Deccan, their outlook grew
wide and varied, while their solitary life left them suffi-
cient leisure to acquire a thorough knowledge of Samskrta
and Apabhramsa literature.

The sadhu composed caritas of the self-same tlrthan-
karas, cakravartins and saints as the literary sadhus
before him had done. Just as the Brahmanical author was
obsessed by certain Puranic heroes, he was by Bharata,
Rshabhadeva, Neminatha and Sthulibhadra. He wrote
about them in tedious, monotonous rhyme. Sometimes
he varied his theme by writing about Kumarapala and
Vastupala. He also tried his hand at philosophic discus-
sions, sermons, sajjayas or eulogies of places of pil-
grimage, and other religious subjects. But, unfortunately,
religious propaganda was the sole ostensible excuse for
his resorting to literature; and, consequently, his work
suffered from a surfeit of religious and moral bias. He
lacked the emotion of bhakti to elevate his utterance to
even comparatively artistic poetry. With lapse of time,
even his stories lost in interest, for, every incident had to
be moulded to a narrow, rigid code of life.

VIII

Some of the Jaina poets have hitherto suffered unmerited
neglect.   Their language for a time was treated as archaic;